
MEDLAR-with-WESHAM TOWN COUNCIL

MINUTES of the Town Council meeting held on Tuesday, 17th March  2026 at 7.00 pm in the Committee Room, Wesham Community Centre

PRESENT:         Councillors:  E Bickerstaffe (Chair), I Nicols Hogg, A Hunter, P Desmond, K Moreton, T Rackham, 
A Short  
                           	               
IN ATTENDANCE:	Ruth Ross (Town Clerk)	 R and J Pickervance

APOLOGIES ACCEPTED:		Councillors  L Nulty and P Enright

CODE OF CONDUCT AND STANDING ORDERS
Members are reminded of the standard of conduct they must adhere to during Town council meetings

DECLARATION OF INTERESTS
Members are reminded that any direct or indirect pecuniary or other interests should be declared as required by the Council’s Code of Conduct for Members
Standard declarations of interest by councillors
Cllr Bickerstaffe – an interest in items relating to Wesham C of E School (Governor)
Cllr L Nulty – an interest in some issues relating to Mill Farm being a neighbour and an interest in items relating to Kirkham Food Bank (volunteer)
Cllr K Moreton - a hirer of the Community Centre for her business Eduquest

26/22  APPROVAL OF MINUTES of the Council Meeting held on 10th February 2026 
Proposed:  Cllr I Nichols Hogg   Seconded by: Cllr L Bickerstaffe  

26/23  MATTERS ARISING
Any item not covered by agenda or action list 

26/24  POLICING ISSUES

Website Police.uk.   Stay in the Know website - reports on targeting people in car theft, stop and search etc.  
Report from Stay in the Know regarding smashed car windows on Fleetwood Road 
Cllr L Bickerstaffe went to meet PCSO Webster at AFC Fylde on Sunday 15th March.  They were not where they stated they would be.  It was stated again that there are issue with dangerous parking on Garstand Road North which is an ongoing issue.  Too many cars are parked on pavements making it difficult for pedestrians to walk along them.
Cllr E Bickerstaffe will be emailing the police with photos of the problem.  Cllr I Nicols Hogg attended the PACT meeting and brought up all the parking and speeding issues but was told nothing could be done about this apart from using a speed gun and this would have to be recorded for a month.   Next PACT meeting is 26th March.


26/25  PLANNING 

25/0413 - Taylor Wimpey 250 dwellings on Weeton Road.  No further update.  Additional documents are in the portal regarding landscaping impact and LCC highways.  They would have to make contributions to bus and rail services.   
25/0324 - Pennine View, Weeton Road - objection sent to planning officer on 08/08/25 - - no further update still under consideration.
Planning Forum email to be forwarded to all councillors once received by Town Clerk - scheduled to be every 3-4 months
The next Planning Forum is on 26th April at St.Annes Town Hall.  Cllrs E Bickerstaffe and T Rackham are to attend.
Cllr E Bickertaffe nentioned that work would be commencing on the NHS Building 

26/26  PLAYING FIELDS AND OPEN SPACES
a)Open Spaces Contract -  
The SLA was reviewed and finalised with R&J Pickervance and the WTC.  Town Clerk to forward a copy to R & J Pickervance for signature.  It was proposed by all Council that we revisit a quote for replanting the garden area at the entrance to the Community Centre.  Town Clerk to contact the contractor.  It was suggested and agreed that we put both barrels back at the entrance door to the Community Centre.  The two barrels that are at the end of Church Road by the pathway through to the housing estates to be offered to the allotment holders for repurposing of wood and soil
Leave Hydrangea tub at the Bowling Green.  Move the barrel from outside the Coop and leave hanging basket - Pickervances will decide where to put the barrel.
Troughs for Doorstep Green to replace rotten logs to be discussed at a later Council Meeting.
It was agreed by Council to order two Railing Planters for the Railway Station - Town Clerk to order them.  Barrels are being removed from the Railway Station.

b)Fleetwood Playing Fields – Existing benches to be painted.  Mole situation to be monitored.  
  
c)Doorstep Green, Derby Road –  Sightings of a horse on Doorstep Green had been reported.  Town Clerk investigated and not much seen apart from a few hoof marks in the grass.  No-one else has reported an issue here.
There are gaps in the fencing on the dog run area which is starting to look unsightly.  Cllr E Bickerstaffe to contact the Estates Office who own the boundary fence 

26/27  HIGHWAYS AND RAILWAYS
Town Clerk contacted LCC regarding possibility of putting disabled parking spaces outside the Coop and hairdressers on Weeton Road.  Waiting for response.  Town Clerk has received emails regarding issues raised by Kirkham Council to Cllr J Roberts and Andrew Snowden MP.  Town Clerk has asked if they can contact Network rail to arrange signage for the car park so users of the station know that there is one. 
The state of the roads is of concern due to the size of the potholes along Station road particularly before and after the roundabout near Derby Road.   It was agreed that we should invite Cllr J Roberts to our next meeting and forward photos of the potholes.

26/28  GOVERNANCE, FINANCE AND INSURANCE
Income and Expenditure accounts were reviewed.  

26/29  HUMAN RESOURCES - annual review for the Town Clerk to be arranged - Cllr L Bickerstaffe
The minimum wage will increase from April and the new hourly rate for bar staff and cleaning staff will be £13 per hour.

26/30  WESHAM COMMUNITY CENTRE - 
The toys, books and four wheeled trolleys at the back of the stage are to be given to Pre-School Club at the local school.  They are collecting early April.
The new entrance doors will be installed on 9th April as there is not much on at the Community Centre that day and the upstairs windows will be installed too.
Letterbox, keyholder and keyrings to be ordered.  New keys will have to be cut and distributed.  Baby changer for the ladies toilet to be ordered.
Bookings for the next few months were reviewed
The kitchen was inspected by FBC.  It is only used for preparation of food and making teas/coffees so is good to continue but recommendations made to paint the wood edging on the countertops. 
Eduquest - Cllr K Moreton discussed plans for activities during school holidays.

26/31  ASSET REGISTER - FBC have forwarded a register of plots of land and assets in each Parish/Town and some areas have been identified in Wesham.  Knightsbridge Close, Eskham Close and Albert Street along with all the garages at the back of Morland Avenue next to the allotments.  Discuss further at the next meeting.  Cllr I Nichols Hogg to contact LCC for further information.

26/32  WEBSITE  – Email addresses.  Town Clerk to contact Easywebsites to get logging in information 

26/33  MAYORAL CHAIN AND REGALIA
Badges to be ordered.  Cllr L Bickerstaffe looking into this.

26/34  FIRE STATION CENTRE OF WESHAM - no further update

26/35  DONATION THIS YEAR - to be agreed.  Look at local charities.

26/36 ALLOTMENT ADJACENT TO BOWLING
Renewals to go out to all tenants by 1st April.  The allotment by Bowling Green is going to be shared this year 2026/7 by Eduquest and the current tenant with a view to getting a group together to make it into a Community Garden - Community Pride Trust.  Tenancy agreement to be put together for allotment by Bowling Green with a proviso that if the current tenant ends the tenancy a vote can be taken as to who takes over.

26/37  MAYOR MAKING 2026-27
Councillor L Nulty will be the Mayor for 2026-27 and Deputy Mayor will be Cllr T Rackham.  A vote was taken and all Councillors were in favour.  Arrangements and date for Civic Sunday to be discussed at the April meeting.

26/38   ROYAL BRITISH LEGION FLAG
The Town Clerk received information regarding the current flag held by Kirkham and Wesham which is in a state of disrepair.  The ‘Kirkham and District Branch’ displayed on the flag closed in September 1998.  This means the flag should not be paraded and if we want to continue with an RBL flag a new committee would have to be set up and a Special General Meeting held with a committee of 15 interested people who are either members of the RBL or are intending to be.  To be discussed.

25/39 NEXT COUNCIL MEETING - 
21st April at 7.30 pm


